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The Highland 
Lake Neighbor 

LAKE HEALTH. COMMUNITY NEWS. NEIGHBORHOOD EVENTS 
AND OTHER  UPDATES FROM YOUR                                                 

HIGHLAND LAKE PROPERTY OWNERS’ ASSOCIATION. 

FALL—WINTER 2025 

For jam-packed updates and useful neighborhood 

news, visit www.hlcommunitysite.com  

President's Letter 

The Highland Lake community depends on the volunteer efforts of 
community members to care for our amenities such as the parks, 
swim raft, access lanes, and of course the lake. The occasional work 
days are a great opportunity to enjoy the company of neighbors, while 
at the same time contribute to important community service work. 
However, volunteer efforts are sometimes vulnerable to other press-
ing demands on our available time. When launch of the swim raft was 
later than usual this spring I heard grumblings that we should hire 
someone to handle tasks like this rather than rely on volunteers. 
While I agree that some things could be done more efficiently if we 
hired out the work, there are several important things to keep in mind. 
One of them, of course, is financial. Payment of the HLPOA dues is 
voluntary and fewer than 50% of HLPOA members pay their annual 
dues. As a consequence, we simply cannot afford to hire out all of the 
tasks that are required. In the case of the raft, there were necessary 
repairs that were needed before the raft would be safe to use. There 
are additional maintenance jobs that are needed while the raft is 
back on land, and some of them will go much faster if we have addi-
tional volunteers to help. More details on this will be communicated 
soon. For now, I would like to make two more general points: 

--We will soon be sending out the 2026 dues notice. Please contrib-
ute! We have significant maintenance needs around the lake and 
dues contributions are our primary source of revenue to tackle these 
jobs. 

--Please volunteer to help when we issue a call for volunteers. Get to 
know your neighbors, learn more about how our community works. 
Spend a morning or afternoon doing something meaningful for our 
community. And bring the kids- many of the tasks are kid friendly! 

--We need to enlist some “new blood” in helping with tasks and activ-
ities around the lake. Please come to the semi-annual HLPOA meet-
ing on October 18,  (9:00-11:30, State Bank of the Lakes, 50 Com-
merce Dr., Grayslake) where we will present opportunities to get 
involved. I look forward to seeing you there!   

— Patrick Herendeen, President, HLPOA 

Quilting Neighbors Create Cozy  

Comforters, Memories and Stuff 

Barb Jolley and her husband Mick ,who live on North Circle Drive , 

are into fabrics and things about fabrics few seldom ponder. But for 

them, fabric and how it’s used in quilting have rebuilt a retirement 

lost to a former employer’s underhanded deeds.  

Barb is one of at least three other Highland Lake neighbors thriving 

in the quilting community, 

including RoseAnn Rendl,  

Lake Side Dr., Rose Bloom-

er, West Lake Ave., and  

and Donna Lechowicz, West 

Oak. 

Today, Barb is a nationally 

known quilter in a pursuit 

that has thousands of     

admirers and practitioners 

in Lake County alone.  

The area has at least three 

quilting guilds to which 

quilters participate, educate 

one another, and share 

their love of fabric and its 

rich texture, colors, pat-

terns, and warmth.  

Barb sells her longarm-process quilts and donates other quilted 

products to local charities. Her work has been profiled in several 

quilting periodicals.  

Generation Z, she says, is incredibility interested and involved in 

quilting ever since filmmaker Ken Burns, a quilt collector himself, 

profiled quilting in his film series, Crafts in America.   

A Google search tells us this: “Gen Z is interested in the 

"patchwork" aesthetic and community-building through activities 

like "quilting bees," which offer a sense of connection and shared 

experience.  

This new style, which values quilting as an art form, is taught in 

colleges, and is adding new and younger energy into the hobby, 

craft, or pastime, whatever you wish to call it.     

Operation Christmas Child 

1. Find a shoebox 

2. Fill it with gifts 

3. Print your label 

4. Donate $10 per shoebox 

5. Drop off November 17-24 Lord of Glory Lutheran 

Church, 607 W Belvidere Road, Grayslake 847-548-5673 

The full story here:  Operation Christmas Child 

Semi-Annual HLPOA meeting 

Please join us for the HLPOA semi-annual meeting  Satur-

day, Oct. 18 (9:00-11:30), at State Bank of the Lakes, 

50 Commerce Dr., Grayslake. Visit with  your neighbors, 

hear what’s going on in the Highland Lake community, 

and perhaps volunteer to to join a committee or assist 

with an upcoming activity. A guest speaker is expected, 

and we will focus the main part of the meeting on our 

facilities and resources around the lake (parks, access 

lanes, swim raft, etc.) and their needs for repair and re-

habilitation. Input from residents will be very important.   

Barb Jolley 

http://www.hlcommunitysite.com/
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/our-ministry/broadcast-occ-ads/?utm_source=Ggl&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=m_YGOC-B25V&utm_content=OCC-Bcast-Ads&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=155943035&gbraid=0AAAAAD2XO8d2hOPUdu4BMeYE8eETMou6h&gclid=Cj0KCQjw58PGBhCkARIsADbDi
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Lake County Sheriff , Non-Emergency  
847-549-5200 

2025-2027 HLPOA BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

• Pat Herendeen – President 

      patrickherendeen@gmail.com 

• Joe Yovino – Vice-President, yostie0423@gmail.com 

• Gregg Denig – Treasurer, grx8200@gmail.com 

• Trisha Steele – Secretary,  

• trishasteele@prairiecircleuuc.org 

• Phil Ash – Director, philash21785@icloud.com 

• Luke Jian - Director, jian.lucian@gmail.com 

• Vicki Kennedy – Director, vickikennedy1@yahoo.com 

Trick or Treating 2025 

For your treats planning: 

Round Lake: Sunday October 26, 1-5 pm 

Grayslake Downtown Businesses: Saturday October 25 11 am-1 pm 

Trick or Treating and Costume Contest 

Grayslake neighborhoods: Friday October 31, 4 pm-7 pm. 

Quilting, from page 1 

In fact, Gen Z is increasingly drawn to quilting as part of a broad-

er "Grandma-core" trend, embracing traditional hobbies for self-

sufficiency, creativity, and community.  

They are adapting the 

craft with modern 

aesthetics and styles, 

utilizing social media 

platforms like TikTok 

to share projects, find 

inspiration, and con-

nect with others.  

This includes creating 

unique items like 

memory quilts and 

upcycling fabric 

scraps, reflecting their 

values of sustainabil-

ity and purpose-

driven consumption.   

All three of these 

neighbors are part of 

the Prairie Path Quilt-

ing Guild, Grayslake, 

and Barb and Rose 

also are part of the 

Northern Lake County 

Quilters, Antioch. Donna is a member of Northwest Suburban 

Quilt Guild, Schaumburg. 

 

Roseann 

Rose Bloomer 

Water Well Update 

The Highland Lake water system needs to be modernized to make the sys-
tem more resilient in emergency situations, the Lake County Department of 
Public Works informed us earlier.  Holistic system improvements take time 
to carefully plan and construct, 
and this is a multi-year project. 
Each phase of this critical im-
provement project is making the 
water system more resilient in 
emergency situations. We have 
installed or replaced approxi-
mately 3,000 linear feet of water 
main pipes, which has benefited 
system resiliency. Reliable water 
production is an important element of improving the water system, and 
presently, a well is being constructed at 941 N. Lakeside Drive, 
Grayslake.  We will be testing the new well to understand its production, 
and this information will be incorporated into the design of a pump house at 
the well site. The final project phase will also replace a well house on 
Gerwal Avenue. Construction is expected to begin in 2026 and is anticipat-
ed to take 18 months to complete.  

Landscape Conference Nov. 8 

By Linda Kuntner 

The Lake to Prairie chapter of Wild Ones is pleased to welcome back 

Doug Tallamy for its 2025 native landscaping conference, Saturday, 

Nov. 8 from 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Round Lake Beach Cultural and 

Civic Center, 2007 North Civic Center Way, Round Lake Beach. This 

years’ conference, Saving Nature With Your Yard will support our chap-

ter’s mission to educate people about the importance of preserving 

natural ecosystems.  Bringing educators together in one place will pro-

vide a wealth of information for those individuals new to the native 

plant idea as well as the practiced native gardener.  This conference will 

empower participants to create wildlife-friendly habitats, promote biodi-

versity, and address the decline in wildlife populations through the 

Pumpkin Personality  

A pumpkin carving party is being planned for 
Saturday, October 25, noon to 3 p.m. at 
Downey Park. Come join your neighbors and 
carve a pumpkin for Halloween! Just in time 
for Round Lake Trick or Treating on October 
26. 

Prizes for most scary, most silly, most creative pumpkins.  Details will be 

posted on the website, Facebook, and email. 
RoseAnn Rendl 

mailto:patrickherendeen@gmail.com
mailto:yostie0423@gmail.com
mailto:grx8200@gmail.com
mailto:trishasteele@prairiecircleuuc.org
mailto:philash21785@icloud.com
mailto:jian.lucian@gmail.com
mailto:vickikennedy1@yahoo.com
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2025 NEWSLETTER DELIVERY TEAM  

Thank you for our neighbors who deliver The Highland Lake Neighbor to your doorstep. These 
volunteers for 2025 are: 

• Debi Hall, Amy and Walter VanDuyn – N Lakeside Area 

• Cathy deGroh – W Washington St 

• Angie Perkins – S Circle Dr. 

• Tracey Colpitts – N Circle Dr. 

• John Bissett – N Hainesville Rd 

• Ann Bidwell – W Lake Ave Area.   

THE HIGHLAND LAKE NEIGHBOR  

IS ON THE HLPOA WEBSITE 

WWW.HLCOMMUNITYSITE.COM 

Hainesville Road update (Chuck Gleason) 

The Hainesville Road project is moving forward, although the progress is not visible. The 

project is currently in Phase II Design Engineering, which means they are working on the 

final engineering plans. They are also working on Land Acquisition. As of late August, they 

are scheduled to have a letting in fall of 2026, depending on acquiring all needed proper-

ty. They continue to tweak the engineering plans, but the proposed plan to construct a 

three-lane roadway, with underground storm sewer and curb and gutter, a bike path on the 

east side and sidewalk on the west, is still moving forward.   

Shoreline Restoration Project Update 

The Hartnett Park shoreline restoration project continues. The purpose of the 

project is to protect the lake by reducing erosion of the shoreline through wave 

action and slumping of the bluff. We previously addressed erosion of the shore-

line along the inlet by using stone riprap. The current project is focused on the 

shoreline along the lake.  

Leaves in storm sewers — As the fall leaf season approaches Bob Kula (Avon Town-

ship) asked that we be careful to avoid allowing leaves and other yard debris to accumulate 

along the roads, especially where there are storm sewer grates. The storm sewers drain 

into the lake! In addition to them possibly being clogged with leaves and other debris, we 

also do not want all of the organic material going into the lake to decompose and potential-

ly contribute to oxygen depletion in the water.  

Turkey Vultures Venture Forth 

By Ann  Bidwell 

Jimi Two Toes, a dog of Norwegian elk hound and pit bull 
heritage, lives in our community with his mom Kate 
Wicklander, West Lake Ave. Jimi doesn’t like birds much, 

especially those that might 
seem big and scary to us. 
So, when he recently started 
his bird-alert barking while 
staring skyward, Kate knew 
something was up.  

Perched on a nearby barren 
branch in a tree off Lake Avenue, she spotted a formida-
ble-appearing turkey vulture. Since similar sightings 
have been made by other residents, the Neighbor wishes 
to take this opportunity to share some basic information 
about these unusual birds.  With their weak and virtually 
useless feet, turkey vultures are not birds of prey and will 
not harm our small pets. Rather, 
they feed almost exclusively on the 
bodies of dead mammals referred to 
as carrion, which serves the useful 
ecological purpose of helping dis-
pose of carcasses that otherwise 
could breed disease.  A turkey vul-
ture’s powerful stomach acids not 
only kill the bacteria and viruses 
they ingest, but these gastric juices 
also serve as protection against 
predators. When threatened, the birds can forcefully 
project their foul vomit up to a distance of six feet toward 
any predator.     

They are large, odd-looking birds with red, featherless 
heads and a wingspan of up to six feet. Because they 
have no syrinx (vocal organ), turkey vultures are able to 
make only grunting or low hissing noises.  Though their 
feet may be weak, their beaks are powerful enough to rip 
through the hide of a dead deer or cow. The birds’ ex-
traordinary sense of smell is rare in the avian world, 
allowing them to detect fresh carrion from more than a 
mile away. They tend to roost in dead, leafless trees, 
nest in hollow trees or thickets, migrate south in the 
winter, and – despite their strong stomachs - have sus-
ceptibility to bird flu. Injured turkey vultures taken to 
wildlife sanctuaries have been shown to be intelligent, 
gentle, curious and playful, with some birds bonding to 
individual human caregivers.  If you should see a group 
of large birds spiraling together in the sky and hear a 
dog’s bark, it may be Jimi alerting others to the presence 
of yet another of God’s magnificent creatures. Under the 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 1918, it is illegal to possess 
or kill turkey vultures in the United States.  

This is a two year project that runs 

through the 2026 growing season. For 

this project 

we will be 

using native 

plants to 

stabilize the 

shoreline 

rather than 

riprap. Both 

projects have 

been partially funded (50%) by the 

Lake County Stormwater Management 

Commission. Last winter alder trees, 

buckthorn, and other invasives along 

the shoreline were removed to allow 

more sunlight to reach the ground. With 

more light, the seeds in the soil were 

then allowed to germinate and grow 

before targeted herbicide treatment 

was used in June, August and Septem-

ber to kill these weedy invasive plants.  

The idea is to exhaust the seedbank in 

the soil so that when the seeds of the 

native plants are sown late this year the 

seedlings that will develop in the spring 

will not have to compete with a massive 

crop of invasive plant seedlings. The 

end result should be a beautiful shore-

line of native perennial plants that will 

protect the shoreline with their deep 

root systems and minimize erosion of 

the soil.   

http://www.hlcommunitysite.com/
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E-Bike Concerns and Regulations  - Be Courteous, Be Safe, Behave 
Electric bikes and scooters are the latest transportation craze, especially for younger people. No doubt you’ve seen these mobility conveniences  being 
used on our roadways, sidewalks and  walking and hiking trails.  A group called Ride Illinois  which has partnered with the  Active Transportation Alliance, 
provides a lengthy document, Guide for Municipalities, which  explains the many municipal and state regulations regarding what it calls e-Bikes, e-Motors, 
e-Scooters, and Micromobility devices. The group advocates for safe integration of new mobility models into Illinois Communities. You can access this 
Guide as a PDF at www.hlcommunitysite.com.   The State of Illinois currently sets the tone for area regulations:   

 E-bikes are prohibited on sidewalks.  

 Bike Lanes & Paths: Class 1 and 2 e-bikes are generally al-
lowed on marked bike lanes and paths.  

 Roads: All classes of e-bikes can use public streets and roads 
where regular bicycles are permitted.  

 Age & Helmets: Class 3 e-bike operators must be at least 16 
years old; helmets are recommended.  

 

2026-2028  

patrickheren-

HLPOA Board Terms are for two  years. Four positions are open. 

Please email this completed candidate form to HLPOA President Pat Heren-

deen at patrickherendeen@gmail.com or mail to HLPOA President, P.O. Box 

101, Grayslake, IL 60030. Forms must be received by December 31, 2025 to 

quality for the March 2026 election. 

http://www.hlcommunitysite.com/

